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Considered as undeniable historical 
references, Barra’s Lighthouse, the 
tallest in Portugal, watchful vigilant 
for maritime safety, and Costa Nova’s 
traditional “Palheiros”, houses decorated 
with coloured stripes over a white 
background, ancient fish and salt 
storage and nowadays turned into 
luxuriant beach residences.

But the Municipality of Ílhavo also 
holds many major public equipment, 
nationally and internationally awarded 
for their contemporary architectural 
quality: Ílhavo Maritime Museum’s 
was, for example, considered as one 
of the most amazing museums of the 
20th century, and also well-appreciated 
are Cais Criativo da Costa Nova, the 
recovery of Ílhavo’s Municipal Library 
and Vista Alegre’s Hotel.

The 17th Century Chapel of Our Lady 
of Penha de França, in Vista Alegre, is a 
national monument which, apart from 
its tile heritage assigned to Gabriel del 
Barco, also includes an amazing Baroque 
Tomb, sculpted by Claude Laprade, and 
one of the biggest Jessé’s trees known in 
Europe. It precedes the construction of 
the workers quarters, with almost two 
centuries, connected to the movements 
of social utopia, after the Industrial 
Revolution. Over time, it has evolved 
and includes important contributions 
from the “casa portuguesa”, an 
architectonic current that flourished 
during the first half of the 20th century 
in Portugal.

As for the ancient urban centre of 
Ílhavo, completely contrasting and as 
a result of the transoceanic aesthetical 
influences related to the phenomena of 
Cod fishing and the emigration to the 
American continent, will soon include 
some of the most relevant examples of 
Art Nouveau in the country and also 
highlighting Art Deco / Modernism. The 
city center also became an exuberant 
tile territory, either as front-house 
cladding or using decorative panels 
illustrating daily-life situations.

These references live harmoniously 
with traditional architecture, such 
as “Casa Gafanhoa”, connected to the 
farmer and the fisherman from the 
Portuguese coastline, which gives the 
territory an effervescent character of 
experimentation.

Codfish is the king of Ilhavo’s 
gastronomy. It is included, cooked 
in its several ways, in the menus of 
local restaurants and, in August, is 
even celebrated, at Jardim Oudinot, in 
the largest and most iconic national 
codfish festival, where you can also find 
“chora” (cod fish soup) or also culinary 
delicacies prepared with cod parts 
like “samos”, tongues, faces, prepared 
and cooked according to Ílhavo and 
Portuguese traditional gastronomy, 
at this municipality, which is also the 
Portuguese Codfish Capital City.

Made according to the ancestral 
knowledge of local bakers and 
celebrated at Rota das Padeiras, 
something that could never be forgotten 
are the famous “padas” (traditional local 
bread) and the “folares” (Easter cakes), 
from Vale de Ílhavo, a place also known 
by its traditional Carnival, with its 
mythical “Cardadores”.

The commercialization, harvesting 
and cultivation of shellfish and the 
capture of seafood is one of the most 
relevant economic activities for fishing 
communities from  the Ria de Aveiro 
lagoon. Coast shrimp, cockle, goose 
barnacles, crab, whelks, crawfish, mussel, 
rock crab, snails or oysters are some of 
delicacies available at local restaurants, 
apart from eels, and many other fishes 
from the lagoon or the sea, generally 
grilled or eaten as typical fish stews. “Ria 
a Gosto” – Costa Nova’s Seafood Festival 
– is the showcase for this salted flavours, 
every year, in August.

For dessert, sweet rice or burnt custard, 
made according to Ilhavo’s traditional 
manner, pumpkin porridge, cornmeal 
porridge, or even, in the afternoon, the 
traditional “tripa”, from Costa Nova, 
which can be found on several street 
outlets at the beach.
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Located at the Center of Portugal and 
double-crossed by channels from Ria 
de Aveiro lagoon, the Municipality 
of Ílhavo, with an extension of 75 
square quilometers and about 40.000 
inhabitants, it is bounded, at north, 
by the harbour entrance channel - 
connecting this lagoon to the Atlantic 
Ocean and extending itself through a 
wide flat area, where its two cities are 
settled – Ílhavo and Gafanha da Nazaré 
– but also a wide green area of National 
Forest and an extensive coastline 
of golden sand beaches – the iconic 
beaches of Barra and Costa Nova.

The history of the Municipality of 
Ílhavo, as well as the one from the 
whole surrounding region, is deeply 
marked by the dramatic changes that 
the hydrographic network and the 
coastline have been suffering overtime. 
About ten centuries ago, Ria de Aveiro 
lagoon didn’t existed yet. The Vouga 
River basin would have been, at that 
time, an open bay to the sea.

Therefore, with around nine-and-a-half 
centuries of documented life, it is not 
strange that Ílhavo had been pointed out 
by many authors as being descendent 
from legendary sailors, who might have 
entered through the river mouth, and 
settled-in there. Ilhavo’s entrepreneurs 
were, themselves, later, founders of 
several maritime communities along 
the Portuguese coastline, through its 
maritime and fishing vocation, which 
will have its maximum spot on the 
first half of the 20th century, period 
during which they will become famous 
by the tenaciousness and courage of 
their captains, sailors and fishermen 
during the Cod fishing campaigns – the 

Faina Maior, at the tempested Artic and 
Atlantic Oceans, bathing Newfoundland 
(Canada) and Greenland coasts.

Economically relevant to the 
municipality were the processing fish 
industry, salt production, traditional 
fishing, shipbuilding and port activities, 
with the settlement of the Port of 
Aveiro at Gafanha da Nazaré. However, 
and by having always been a well-
known creative community, it also 
developed ceramic industry, especially 
porcelain, through the establishment of 
Vista Alegre, back in 1824.

Nowadays, and already looking at the 
future, Blue Economy – related to the 
usage and transformation of maritime 
resources, especially by the Codfish 
Industry – and companies which are 
worldwide references on the fields 
of Mechanics, Electronics, Ceramics 
and Tourism, are the pillars for local 
economic activities, anchored in 
Innovation and Creativity.

Location

Of that same type is the Museum of 
Vista Alegre, yet today, a symbol for 
national excellence on the fields of 
creativity, quality and entrepreneurship. 
It reminds not only the industrial 
heritage of this factory, but also the 
path of its working community, living in 
that which is one of the biggest, oldest 
and still-working European industrial 
neighbourhoods, almost a mini-city, 
where there is a lot to learn and to live. 
Along with this relevant intangible 
heritage are the “Cardadores”, iconic 
figures from Vale de Ilhavo’s traditional 
Carnival.

Sailing, surfing, kitesurfing, canoeing 
or diving, apart from major water 
sports and other sport varieties, are 
the motivational poster of the estuary 
and the sea, natural amphitheatres for 
water sports, at a Municipality where 
bikes, hiking or sport practice at the 
various public fields, are part of leisure 
activities, which also includes relaxing 
at the charismatic beaches of Barra and 
Costa Nova.

The Sea as a Tradition is, just like no 
other, the motto for the Municipality of 
Ílhavo.

Such a lifestyle, from each one of 
the communities of this polycentric 
territory, is taken out from the gardens, 
streets and alleys into the cultural 
equipments… the “Casa da Cultura” is a 
second home for spectators and artists, a 
place to welcome the world, the “Fábrica 
das Ideias”, just as the industrial city 
where it is settled – Gafanha da Nazaré 
– produces and exports art, by being 
at the service of artistic creation. The 
“Laboratório das Artes - Vista Alegre 
Theatre” is a space aimed at thinking, 
research and experiment, by welcoming 
the most erudite cultural events, either 
classical or contemporary. Finally, “Cais 
Creativo” is a young and effervescent 
space in the summer, relaxing, just as 
the beach where it is located – Costa 
Nova, and introspective and inspiring 
during the winter.

Seasoned by the salt and the sun, by 
maritime breeze and by the wild pine 
scent, the mood of Ilhavo’s native 
people is happy, energetic, daring and 
creative. The daily working adventure, 
sometimes tragic, didn’t erase the 
sweetness of these women and men, 
who, by knowing themselves privileged 
for inhabiting such an unique territory, 
full of scenic beauty and disputed by 
the land, the sea and the salted lagoon, 
on games of lights and tides, throw 
themselves to work and leisure, with 
the same energy, enthusiasm and pride 
for their culture and identity.

Witnesses of that character are the 
Maritime Museum of Ílhavo, with 
its Codfish Aquarium, Santo André’s 
Ship Museum and the Investigation 
and Entrepreneurship Centre, one of 
the most visited across the country, 
honouring all those who, in the past 
and the present, dedicate their lives 
to fishing, either at deep-sea – such 
as cod fishing – at the coast or at the 
lagoon, and even to riverside activities. 
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